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CORTEGGIO STORICO (HISTORICAL PARADE), A FEAST FOR THE CITY

AN ANCIENT TRADITION THAT IN ITS MODERN REENACTMENT HAS REACHED THE GOAL OF THE 50TH EDITION


Prato, the 6th of September 2017 - On the 8th of September 1968 the municipal administration of Prato instituted the first Historical Parade in the modern edition. In these 50 years the Corteggio has changed – without loosing its identity - with new schedules, new groups and collateral shows. The fiftieth edition will be an important anniversary highlighted by the Silver Pegasus Award that the Tuscany Region will hand over to the Municipality of Prato on Thursday the 7th of September at 9 p.m., in the presence of the President of the Regional Council of Tuscany, the Mayor of Prato, the city authorities and twin cities.

With the Historical Parade Prato recalls the tribute that the municipalities of Tuscany and the Prato civic Magistrates had been carrying since the Middle Ages to the Holy Virgin's Belt on the 8th of September, the day of Mary's birth. The Corteggio is the most important tradition of the city, a moment combining laity and religious values ​​with the parade and the Display, an emotion that Prato people live together for an event that deepens its roots in history but has actualized itself over the years.

For the feast of the 8th of September the town from the 13th century hosted a fair in Mercatale Square that lasted three days and recalled a large crowd; "never was the fair in Prato, that I did not go", as Niccolò Machiavelli recalled in La Mandragola. The culminating moment of the whole feast became during the Middle Ages the ceremony of the Display of the Sacred Belt, repeated for many years up to three times the same day and sometimes even the following day to satisfy the many churchgoers.


The Corteggio will start at 8 p.m., greeted by the ringing of Palazzo Pretorio "La Risorta" bell, with the gonfalon of the Municipality led by mayor and authorities. The parade, accompanied by costume groups from Italy and abroad, will move between the city streets until its arrival in the Cathedral square to attend the Display ceremony from the Donatello pulpit.

 
The novelties of 2017 edition will be the collateral events that in the afternoon of the 8th of September from 4,30 to 6,30 p.m. will animate some squares of the historical center. Particularly in Piazza San Francesco will be set up the re-enactment of a medieval wedding by the Pontifical Court of Avignon, which this year will be hosted in our city. In Piazza Santa Maria delle Carceri the Oplas Theater group will stage a dance theater show from "The Swan Lake" ballet. In some streets and squares of the historic center there will be the traditional performances of flag-wavers and medieval games.
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