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PRATO TEXTILE AND ART CITY


Prato, the 6th of September 2017 - Textile and innovation city, with its exceptional creative ability, Prato is the here and now of Italian fashion in the world, but it is also a city with an artistic soul rooted in the past and sprouts a vocation for contemporaneity.

This is testified by the great resources of art and culture of the land of Francesco di Marco Datini, protagonist in the 14th century of the first globalized merchant experience. Resources ranging from the ancient art such as the museum home of the merchant, now seat of the State Archive, the sumptuous cycle of frescoes with St Stephen's stories realized by Filippo Lippi in the Cathedral, Palazzo Pretorio, the city's museum, the Emperor's Castle of Frederick II, the only testimony in the center-northern Italy of Swabian architecture, the Cathedral Museum, which houses works related to the Cathedral and the cult of the Holy Belt. Ancient art closely connected with the modern one of Pecci, regional center for contemporary arts, and creativity that is fully realized in fashion whose most striking expression is represented by the Textile Museum.

Prato has been dealing with textile production for centuries; since the Middle Ages textile has been synonymous with prosperity, then it has become a gateway to the world and still today Prato is one of the largest industrial districts in Italy and one of the most important centres in the world for the production of yarns and woolen fabrics. It produces fabrics for the clothing industry, fabrics for furnishing, yarns for the knitting industry, nonwoven and special fabrics for industrial uses, knitwear and men's and women's clothing, in carded and combed wool, cotton, linen, silk and synthetic fibres. The ready to wear fashion industry also has a strong growth. About 35,000 employees and more than 8,000 manufacturing companies (between textile and dressmaking industries) produce 17% of textile exports; these are the numbers of a district which is a fashion and creativity basin.


Prato in figures

192,838 are the residents on the 30th of June 2017, making Prato the third largest city in central Italy and the second in Tuscany. A multi-ethnic and welcoming city, Prato has its own complex identity but projected towards the future that, from the beginning of the 20th century and especially after the Second World War, represents a formidable urban, social, cultural and economic laboratory in which new models were experimented. 

Prato and its flavours

Ambassadors of Prato are not just art and textile, together there are also food and wine products which include, among the most well-known in the world, the Biscuits of Prato, heritage of the collective memory of the city. Famous is the typical Bozza, an unsalted bread - now also produced with local wheat - that matches well with Mortadella di Prato, the last between the typical products to obtain the IGP brand (protected geographical indication), Carmignano wines that have the primacy of being the first DOCG in the world (denomination of controlled and granted origin), Montalbano's Chianti and Montemurlo's wine together with oil are a territory's excellence.
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