[image: image1.jpg]PRATO
MUSEO DI PALAZZO
PRETORIO

8 SETTEMBRE
2017

14 GENNAIO
2018

LE%
A UNA
CINTOLA

L’ASSUNTA DI BERNARDO DADDI
EL'IDENTITA DI UNA CITTA






PALAZZO PRETORIO, A MUSEUM FOR THE CITY

Prato, the 6th of September 2017 - Silent witness of the history of the city, the building that houses the Palazzo Pretorio Museum, tells over seven hundred years of history. The first documentary news of the building as a public palace dates back to 1284 as residence of the magistrates. In the 14th century, the first nucleus was enlarged to form one of the most refined Tuscan public buildings of the Middle Ages. In the following centuries and with the growth of the city the palace was transformed and adapted to the new needs and functions, its present appearance is the synthesis of the alternation of architectural styles and continuous refinements of its structure. In the 19th century it lost its significance, even threatening to be demolished, but impressive restoration works involved a new use of the building which became in 1912 the seat of the Municipal Gallery.

It was up to 1954 that the new setup remained basically unchanged until the last, total restoration, started in 1998 and completed in 2013, which has given it back to its prestigious role: guardian of works of art but also coffer of memories and historical events of Prato.

In the wonderful spaces of Palazzo Pretorio you can admire a collection of masterpieces formed over the centuries thanks to artists such as Bernardo Daddi, Giovanni da Milano, Donatello and Filippo Lippi, as well as Prato artists as Filippino Lippi and Lorenzo Bartolini. The museum's halls are enriched with frescoes, painted coat-of-arms, statues and other stone ornaments to witness the various destinations of use over the centuries. On the ground floor, in the halls dedicated to the reception of the visitors, there is the 14th century stone coat of arms with the Knight, the oldest sign of the Municipality, found in the works of 1926. 

On the ground floor objects, paintings and panels introduce the tour into the history of the city. There are the wooden coffer with the emblems of the Republic, the Florentine people, Prato and its districts, the Shield of the Florentine painter Zanobi Poggini and paintings as The Vision of San Filippo Neri, painted by Orazio Fidani, that celebrates the giving to Prato of the coveted title of diocese and city obtained in 1653. The first floor is dedicated to works from the 14th and 15th centuries, with the great Polyptychs, the masterpieces of Filippo Lippi and the Prato Workshop. The second floor houses the great Pieces made in the 16th – 17th centuries with works by Poppi, Santi di Tito and Alessandro Allori, as well as paintings by Battistello Caracciolo, Cecco Bravo and Mattia Preti. In the mezzanine between the second and the third floor there is the Martini collection, a rare example of 18th century art cabinet. The third floor hall is dedicated to the 19th and 20th centuries, with the works by Lorenzo Bartolini, a formidable exponent of the European naturalism, in close dialogue with those of Jacques Lipchitz, protagonist of the art of the 20th century.
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